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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to Minicon 51! We had a great 50th Anniversary celebration last year, and look forward  to a 
slightly less frenetic pace this year, but we hope to continue with high-quality programming, excellent 
hospitality, and an all-around good time. The course of true love and con-running never did run smooth, 
and we encountered some challenges this year. We hope that in the final analysis, you won’t notice any 
behind-the-scenes scrambling that we’ve done to make things come together! I owe a great debt of 
gratitude to all the staff for stepping up and getting a lot done in not enough time. A special thank you to 
Scott Raun, who graciously accepted the position of Vice Chair, and also to Matt Strait, functioning not 
only as our Treasurer but as part of our institutional memory. We are excited about our excellent slate of 
guests, and we hope that you will enjoy them, and that they will in turn enjoy you! I will be Chairing again 
next year for Minicon 52, and we have our guest slate lined up for that weekend already (no spoilers!). 
So, have fun, and please...DON’T BREAK THE HOTEL!

Sincerely,

Ann Totusek, Chair
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The thing with writing 
is... that it’s easy, or 
rather simple. Now, 
put those pitchforks 
and torches down! 
By simple, I mean 
the writer usually 
uses their mother 
tongue and follows an 
established pattern to 
create a narrative of 
rising action, climax, 
and resolution. Simple, 
see?

“Simple” like baking is heating ingredients after mixing, 
or painting is mixing colors to tone and applying to a 
canvas in shapes that convey things, or... well, you see 
where I’m going with this. As you should now be aware 
(if you have not already tossed this aside to plot my 
murder), I am being purposefully simplistic because 
we are all here at this convention for the very purpose 
of recognizing, enjoying and exploring exemplary 
efforts in creative expressions of all kinds. A simple 
purpose indeed…

My point is that one of Seanan’s greatest accomp-
lishments is that she makes it look easy. Not that it 
is simple or that she does it easily. Her work reads 
with an ease and flow that implies simplicity, while 
communicating sophistication and nuance without 
belaboring the effort.

Her characters include ballroom-dancing monster 
hunters, half-fae/half-human female knights errant, 
folk songs about zombie apocalypses, hyper-
merchandised superheroes, corporate tapeworms, 
wildly enthusiastic rodentia and many other curiosities. 
When listed like that, her creations sound like a 
collection of random word associations, but each story 
is fun and sensible to itself and exists in a world where 
the logic fits and works to support the storytelling, 
rather than distract you from its flaws.

Her heroes aren’t necessarily people you’d want as 
friends, but you’d definitely want to be on their good 
sides and hope that you could beg them for help at the 
very least. You can always trust that they’re fighting for 
their own sense of right, if not avoiding mistakes. It’s 
that simple. They range from prickly to bubbly, but their 
personalities are many-faceted; they all have depth. 
Readers feel like the characters have lives outside 
of their interactions with the story at hand. Even her 
secondary characters inspire admiration on the part 
of readers, because they seem to live and breathe so 
completely.

Seanan McGuire has launched multiple series under 
two noms de plume (so far) when you include Mira 
Grant. I think that if she wanted to, she could spend 
the rest of her days just fleshing out the secondary, 
tertiary, and other characters from the stories she’s 
already told–her readership is numerous and 
interested enough for that.

Her worlds are rich and complete, and her writing 
so clever and subtle, that the reader may remember 
ambient sounds, smells and textures without obvious 
mention in the text. This is a writer who knows how to 
tell a story with implication, leveraging the participation 
of the reader’s imagination. As creative efforts go, this 
is a gift.

Seanan was the winner of the 2010 John W. Campbell 
Award for Best New Writer, and her novel Feed (as Mira 
Grant) was named as one of Publishers Weekly’s Best 
Books of 2010. In 2013 she became the first person 
ever to appear five times on the same Hugo ballot.

Under the inscrutable gazes of her feline overlords in 
her Northern Californian farmhouse palace, she spins 
yarns, sings songs, and ponders the imponderable. 
The fruits of her labor are unique and eminently 
entertaining.

       — Rick Snyder

SEANAN MCGUIRE
AUTHOR GUEST OF HONOR
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LOJO RUSSO
MUSICIAN GUEST OF HONOR

And welcoming Lojo 
back to the US from a 
two week concert tour 
in Ireland...

Whether playing 
festivals or front 
steps, coffee houses, 
conventions, or 
concert halls Lojo 
Russo connects with 
her audience in a way 
few performers can. 
Her enormous stage 
energy, powerful voice 
and percussive playing style belie her small frame. This 
little woman puts on one heckuva big show.

Lojo Russo has been orbiting the ‘Con biospheres 
since her first days as the bass player in the awesome 
classic-jam-rock quintet Cats Laughing. Three of 
the original members of Cats Laughing–Emma Bull, 
Steven Brust and Adam Stemple–are best known 
for their wonderfully crafted SF/F novels. A fourth 
member wrote ‘blue novels’ under the pseudonym 
“Anonymous”. Russo retains the dubious distinction of 
being the only non-published author of that group.

From those humble beginnings Lojo Russo has 
continued to provide soulful, fanciful and farcical music 
to her enduring fan. Her novelty album, Sweet Tooth, 
contains the ‘Con inspired hits “Orbital Groove” and 
“Blame It On the Jello”. She enjoys long walks on the 
beach, the smell of Hai Karate and the way bandaid 
packets spark when you open them.

Making music along the muddy waters from 
Minneapolis to Davenport for over 15 years, Russo 
has played in jam bands, Celtic groups, freestyle 
funk folk and as a solo touring artist. And like the river 
she moves the music from one genre to the next–
powerfully... effortlessly.

Russo’s style of music has always been a little bit of 
everything because she’s always played a little bit of 
everything–bass in a psychedelic rock band, mandolin 
in a Celtic group and guitar in every kind of funk, folk, 
jazz and jam combination you can imagine–usually 
taking the lead. This variety of music and performance 
styles allows Russo to tailor her shows to her audience 
without compromising her music. Russo’s not-so-
traditional blend of roots, blues and Americana gives 
her music an old-timey feel with a contemporary 
perspective. 

The road is a long, strange, wonderful trip indeed and 
Russo loves every minute of it. She’s been touring 
as a solo performer for a number of years mostly 
throughout the Midwest, heading out to the coasts 
when time and tide allow.

Russo’s artistic and musical professionalism has 
proven time and again that she is the right fit–no 
matter what the program. Over the years Russo has 
worked with such diverse acts as Cowboy Junkies and 
Marshall Crenshaw to Pieta Brown and Ferron.

Lojo Russo is the kind of artist who is also an 
entertainer. She doesn’t just play at her audience–she 
plays with her audience. Her boundless energy and 
infectious enthusiasm for her music is apparent to 
anyone listening and everyone watching.

                 — Lojo

And since y’all will enjoy Lojo’s music here at Minicon, 
here are some additional venues where you can find 
her–or just visit www.lojorusso.com:

Galena, IL at The Grape Escape 
Friday, April 1, 8:00pm

Davenport, IA at Grumpy’s Village Saloon 
Thursday, April 7, 7:00pm

Marion, IA at Lowe Park Arts Center 
Friday, April 8, 6:00pm

Dixon, IL at Books On First 
Saturday, April 9, 7:00pm

Indianapolis with HoF Indy Folk series 
Saturday, April 16, 7:00pm

Davenport, IA at Cru Bottle Shoppe 
Wednesday, April 20, 8:00pm

Marengo, IA at Fireside Winery 
Sunday, April 24, 2:00pm
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Coming back to challenges, Sara teaches Manga 
drawing, but tries to keep away from doing too much 
(one wonders what too much really means) to prevent 
becoming addicted to it. There are worse habits with 
which to become obsessed. She is passionate about 
connecting with and teaching the younger generation. 
Sara can be found teaching at Des Moines Art Center, 
so if you are from that area, check it out.

Sara is an illustrator of children’s books and author 
of The Pixie Fairy Coloring Book and Watercolor Fairy 
Art. Her own work is focused on brightness and 
peace, inspired by birdsongs and plant life, and she 
is especially passionate about connecting with young 
people through art. In Des Moines, in addition to being 
an artist and author (as if that were not enough), she 
teaches Manga and fantasy styles of painting and 
illustration.

She has studied fairy tales and folklore, which may or 
may not influence her fondness for superhero movies. 
As a side note, despite the Convention Chair’s many 
requests, Sara has remained adamant that art focused 
on Fairies, Angels, Nature, and Peace should not 
include Zombies.

                      — Emily Stewart & Aaron Vander Giessen

SARA BURRIER
ARTIST GUEST OF HONOR

Sara Burrier grew up 
in Iowa, and despite 
everyone’s impression 
that all Iowans are 
farmers, grew up to 
be an artist. In order 
to achieve that dream, 
she came to Minnesota 
and attended the 
Minneapolis College of 
Art and Design. After 
Minnesota and Iowa, 
she headed off to the 
Glasgow School of Art 
in Scotland (because, 
Scotland!). Along 
the way, she developed a passion for encouraging 
creativity in herself and others.

Sara enjoys personal challenges, such as teaching 
how to draw manga but not succumbing to that 
particular addiction, and recently blogging about 
drawing a fun mermaid portrait every single day until 
she has enough to fill a coloring book. The mermaid 
challenge draws its inspiration from Ariel (of Disney’s 
The Little Mermaid). This recent challenge will hopefully 
be a successful successor to her Pixie Fairy coloring 
book.

Looking over Sara’s portfolio, it becomes apparent 
that fairies are one of her favorite things to design, 
draw, and paint. Going to a level familiar to Minicon 
attendees, she has built and sewn her own fairy outfit 
to wear to a fairy-focused convention.
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MUSIC
Once again Minicon has an exceptional slate of music. 
We will have a concert from our outstanding Minicon 
51 Musician Guest of Honor, Lojo Russo. There will 
also be performances from favorite and new regional 
musicians along with opportunities to play in open 
music circles and jams. Minicon music is special. 
Whether you are new here, a regular member or 
returning, you are in for a treat.

Look for performances by:

• David Perry (Chicago) and Amy McNally (Madison) 
with mysterious special guests of mystery.

• Also from Chicago in her first time at Minicon, 
Cathy McManamom.

• Teresa Chandler (Hudson).

• Dave Clement (Winnipeg).

• Graham Leathers (Minneapolis).

• Morva Bowman & Allen Pollard (Winnipeg)

• Riverfolk (Minneapolis) featuring Becca Leathers 
and Minicon 46 GoH Chas Somdahl.

There could well be some additional musical surprises.

Concerts will be in the Bloomington Room. Look for 
schedule information posted there, in your pocket 
program, program book, and in the Bozo Bus Tribune.

CRAFT SWAP
We will be doing a craft swap again this year. Bring any 
surplus crafting items you wish to trade or donate.

The craft swap tables are located in the Edina Room 
and any crafting supplies, books, puzzles, toys, and 
games are welcome. Donated items will be used as 
incentives for the kids in the Rumpus Room.

ART SHOW
The Minicon art show is a non-juried show open to all 
artists who have submitted work in a science fiction 
and/or fantasy theme. You can also see original work 
by Artist GoH Sara Burrier. Most art is for sale, although 
some may be just for show. Art can be bid upon or, if 
the artist chooses, be immediately purchased at a set 
price.

See the programming schedule for special events and 
demonstrations taking place in the Art Show area.

 Art Show Hours:
Friday ........... 3:00pm - 7:00pm

Saturday ......... 10:00am - 7:00pm
Sunday ......... 10:00am - 2:00pm

THE NEXT GENERATION
Next Generation is a hang out/break room for those 
age 13-19. We have lots of movies, games, and other 
stuff. It’s a great place to hang out for a little bit or 
all day, and an awesome place to meet new friends. 
We’re open from 9 am to 1 am Friday & Saturday, then 
9 am till whenever the con closes down on Sunday. 
Come and hang out!

BOZO BUS TRIBUNE
“We’re all bozos on this bus!”

The Bozo Bus Tribune is the official convention 
newsletter of Minicon. Since Minicon 28, the BBT has 
kept con-goers amused, informed, and occasionally 
distracted by the news of the hour. Fans can expect 
four issues, the first early on Friday and the last 
around noon on Sunday. Each issue will be distributed 
throughout the con space–you’ll find them lying in 
disorderly piles on tables and other sundry surfaces.

The BBT office is in the Normandale Room at the far 
end of the second floor’s Grand Foyer. If you have 
material for the BBT, such as a news item, panel 
review, party announcement, overheard quotation, 
correction, or personal comment, feel free to write it 
up and drop it in the Submissions Box outside the 
BBT office. Pens and paper will be provided, and most 
submissions find their way into an issue eventually. You 
can also submit material electronically to 
bbt@minicon51.org.

Your humble editor is not running the Medallion Hunt 
this year, but he is (in his resolutely contrafactual 
fashion) expecting one to happen nonetheless. In 
any case, the BBT may well feature a puzzle or two, 
and visitors to the office will no doubt find some 
amusement or other to entertain them.
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RUMPUS ROOM
The Rumpus Room is all about fun! We have a great 
lineup of activities again this year! We’ve kept some 
of the old favorites but will be introducing some brand 
new programs. This year’s lineup includes lots of 
science, games, crafts, music, a puppet show, tool 
time, bubbles, and the costume workshop.

Besides the scheduled programs, there are lots 
of toys, games, and craft materials available for 
everyone’s use. This is a great place to hang out!

Come in and decorate your Stash Bag! Use any of our 
vast array of crafting materials to personalize a bag 
to keep your treasures in. You can take it with you or 
leave it in the Rumpus Room until it’s full.

Everyone is welcome, however the very young need to 
be accompanied by a responsible assistant.

The Rumpus Room will be located in the Edina Room 
this year. We will be open for fun on Friday from 3:30 
until 6:00 or so. We will start again on Saturday at 
10:00 am and continue until after 6:00 pm. Sunday we 
will open our doors at 10:00 am and close up shop 
about 3:00 pm.

Celebrating Military Science Fiction and Literature 
May 27 - 29, 2016 in Bloomington, Minnesota

Bureau of Supply

SPONSORED BY

Markos Kloos
Manu Intiraymi

at the
Hilton Minneapolis / St. Paul / Mall of America

featuring

Author of the Frontlines

Icheb from Star Trek Voyager

BattleTech Simulators 
from Fallout Shelter Arcade

Artemis
Starship Bridge Simulator

SCIENCE ROOM
Come see how to transform Science Fiction into 
Science Fact and try your hand at landing the Space 
Shuttle. Visit the Minicon Science room in the Grand 
Ballroom and view hard science exhibits from many 
groups.

DEALERS
Dealers are located in the Grand Ballroom along with 
the art show and science room. Here you will find a 
variety of books, collectibles, jewelry, clothing, and 
more.

 Dealer Room Hours:
Friday ........... 3:00pm - 7:00pm

Saturday ......... 10:00am - 7:00pm
Sunday ......... 10:00am - 2:00pm

Alban Lake Publishing: small press

Alternate Realities: videos and memorabilia

Buzz & Roar Publishing: small press

Conrad Teves: comics and art

David Christenson Bookseller: used books and DVDs

DreamHaven Books: books

Funk & Fantasy: miscellaneous oddities

Gregg Parmentier: stuffed animals and used books

Isis Designed: jewelry and clothing

Lady Dragon’s Treasures: hand-made jewelry

Lioness: hand-made jewelry

Leo C.Watrin: books and paper

OffWorld Designs: T-shirts and convention gear

Ozgur K. Sahin Publishing: author, small press

Patrick W. Marsh: author

The Painted Unicorn: original artwork, t-shirts & cards

Rhiannon’s: jewelry and accessories
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 DIVERSICON 24 
“Martians, Vulcans and Women of 

Valor”
July 29-31, 2016

   Best western Bandana Square 
1010 Bandana Blvd, St. paul MN 

Guest of Honor: 
Jessica Amanda Salmonson 

Jessica Amanda Salmonson is a recipient of the Lambda and World Fantasy 
Awards. She is a novelist (Anthony Shriek, The Golden Naginata, The 

Swordswoman), short story writer (The Dead Museum, A Silver Thread of 
Madness, The Complete Weird Epistles of Penelope Pettiwether Ghost Hunter), 

and poet. She has edited a number of horror and/or fantasy anthologies (Heroic 
Visions, Tales by Moonlight), and single author weird fiction collections such as 

of Sarah Orne Jewett and Fitz-James O’Brien.

Special Guest: Naomi Kritzer 
Naomi Kritzer's short stories have appeared in Asimov's SF, Fantasy and Science 
Fiction, Realms of Fantasy, Strange Horizons, and Tales of the Unanticipated. 

Her novels (Fires of the Faithful, Turning the Storm, Freedom's Gate, Freedom's 
Apprentice, and Freedom's Sisters) are availaable from Bantam.

Posthumous Guests:
Orson Welles (1915-1985) directed the Mercury Theatre radio broadcast of The 
War of the Worlds and directed the films Citizen Kane, The Stranger, Touch of 

Evil, and The Trial. 
Leonard Nimoy (1931-2015) acted in Mission: Impossible and Star Trek and 

directed Star Trek III, Star Trek IV, and Three Men and a Baby. 
Shirley Jackson (1916-1965) Author of the lottery, the haunting of Hill house, 

We have always lived in the castle, One ordinary day, with Peanuts 

Rates: Now—Through ides of march(14 March) 2016: Adult $30, 
Student $20, Supporting $10

Through Bastille Day (14 July) 2016: 
adult $35, Student $25, Supporting $10

At the Door: Adult $45, Student $35, Converting $25, Child (ages 
5-11) $5 anytime 

www.diversicon.org 

Enclose check or money order and mail to:  
Diversicon 24, PO Box 8036, Lake Street Station, Minneapolis MN 

55408.  
Make checks payable to Diversicon 24. Do not mail cash. Or you may pay 

via PayPal to diversicon@gmail.com.  

Scott Lohman, Diversicon 24 Chair: scottl2605@aol.com 
Eric M. Heideman, Programming: eheideman@dhzone.com
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CONSUITE
The consuite is a place to hang out between panels, 
after hours, or when you don’t feel like doing anything 
else. It features a wide assortment of snacks, drinks, 
and comfortable seating. Please volunteer to help in 
the consuite.

The consuite will be open Friday through Sunday. 
We plan to be open around the clock for the entire 
convention until Sunday at 5pm, at which point 
it collapses into the bar for the Dead Dog Party. 
We’ll have Food Events on and off throughout the 
convention (including late at night) and plan on always 
having soda, coffee, sandwiches, and snack food 
available. The consuite is a big machine that runs on 
volunteers, so please, volunteer to help in the consuite.

Special thanks goes to Brueugger’s Bagels, Philia 
Foods, Z’s Smokin Bones for their contributions to this 
year’s consuite.

BAR
Located on the upper cabana level, the bar is the tipsy 
companion to the consuite, and open to anyone 21 
and over.

A variety of beer and cider will be on tap in home-
brewed and commercial varieties, as well as wine for 
the fancy people, and of course we’ll be serving Blog 
in both regular and St. Paul flavors. There will also be 
some non-alcoholic options on hand for the terminally 
responsible.

The bar opens at 4:59pm on Friday & Saturday and 
stays open until we fall down. This is the perfect place 
to chill after a hard day of panels and gaming. 

DEAD DOG PARTY
On Sunday evening, the consuite and bar will be 
dismantled and re-mantled in the bar suite for the 
Dead Dog Party, but not until the rest of the convention 
has been taken down and put away. There will be food 
and drinks and music late into the night!

DESICCATED DODO PARTY
There ain’t no party like dodo party, ‘cuz uh... dodos 
no longer exist as a species due to human exploitation 
and have been extinct since 1681.

The Desiccated Dodo party goes on, however, 
because we don’t actually know when to end a 
convention! Join us Monday, March 28th at 5pm at 
Irene & Scott Raun’s home for some recovery fun and 
conversation. 3928 11th Ave. S., Minneapolis MN.

MEDALLION HUNT
Minicon 51 will feature the Eleventh Annual Minicon 
Medallion Hunt! This is an annual treasure hunt for 
adults and children in which participants use clues 
to track down a variety of 1973 pennies hidden 
throughout the hotel. For the last ten years, we have 
been extremely fortunate, and perplexed, to have 
had Thorin Tatge serve as The Cluemeister for the 
wonderful Minicon tradition which he started. My 
name is J (Jason Spitzer) and beginning this year, it is 
my honor to be the Game Keeper and to take on the 
challenge of running the Medallion Hunt! I hope to run 
as fun, challenging, and successful a game as The 
Cluemeister has before me.

As always, clues are printed in the Bozo Bus Tribune 
and may take the form of verbal riddles, mathematical 
puzzles, trivial conundrums, mixed metaphors, 
confounding ciphers, or some admixture of the above. 
Prizes include but are not limited to Dealer Dollars, 
redeemable at the Art Show and Dealers Room and 
are beautiful in their own right. Additionally, the story of 
each “medallion” will be told in the BBT - or for those 
found after the final issue goes to press, at Closing 
Ceremonies. Full rules will also be printed in the BBT.

jjjjj

Sláinte!
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FRIDAY

: m
Cardboard Ramparts

: m
Drawing with Kids

: m
Sugar Cube Castles

: m
Light Stick Sabers

5 30

It s Tough to Be an Introvert These Days  Promotion in the Days of Social Media

3 4

: m
Bottle Cap Robots

7 00
Opening Ceremonies

51

8 00 Music Concert  Cathy McManamom

8 30

The Star Wars Movie Reaction Panel
 A rams 

 Threat or Menace  What are some reactions to the new Star Wars mo ie  Was it etter or worse 
than the pre uels

3 4

8 30

Accessibility in Con Culture

8 59 Smooooooooooooth

9 00 Music Concert  Dave Clement

10 00

How to Survive a Horror Movie

7 8

10 00 Music Concert  Graham Leathers

10 00
Scotch Klatsch  Tales from the Road with Lo o Russo

217
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SATURDAY

10 00
Kaffee Klatsch  In Conversation with Seanan McGuire

217

10 00
Shrinky Dinks

10 30

Christian Symbolism in Fantasy Art

10 30
Drawing Aliens Game

11 00
Badge Making

11 30

3D Printers Don t Need Special Glasses
3

3

5 6

11 30

A   so dystopiAn

7 8

11 30
Seanan McGuire Interview

3 4

11 30 Aimee Kuzenski Reading
1 2

11 30
Instrument Workshop

12 00
Drums & Belly Dancing

12 00 Patty Templeton Reading
1 2

12 30
Musical Mayhem

12 30 Patrick Marsh Reading
1 2

1 00
Lo o Russo Interview

3 4

1 00

Mimosa Klatsch  Adult Coloring Books with Sara Burrier

217



MINICON51

16

programming
SATURDAY

1 00

Mimosa Klatsch  Adult Coloring Books with Sara Burrier

217

1 00

Being a Fan of Problematic Things

5 6

1 00

Fully Complex Science Fiction Futures

7 8

1 00
Science

1 30
Bubbles

2 00
Monsters and S’more Monsters

2 30
Monster Immolation

2 30

The Aftermath of the Puppies  Hugos 2 15 Reaction Panel and Looking to the Future

2015
5 6

2 30

 Psi Phi   Mental Based Superpowers in Comics
20

1960

7 8

2 30

Share our Passion

3 4

3 00
Talking Stick Time

3 30
Galaxy Eggs

3 30
MinnSpec 1 2

4 00 Toys in Spaaaaaace
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SATURDAY

4 00
Ask a Scientist

3 4

4 00

Being in the Men Means Never Having to Attend a Serious Funeral

5 6

4 00

Manga Drawing for Teens

4 00

Self Publishing 2 16

7 8

5 00
Costume Workshop

7 1 2

5 00
Balloon Animals

5 30

Parasitology

7 8

5 30 Naomi Stone Reading
1 2

5 30
Games

6 30 Music Concert  Morva Bowman & Allen Pollard

7 00

Practical Planning and Paperwork for Fans

3 4

7 00

Offing Heroes sing Ridiculous and Expensive Methods

7 8

7 00 Music Concert  David Perry & Amy McNally with Mysterious Special Guests of Mystery
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SATURDAY

7 00

Playback from Pluto  Recent News from NASA s New Horizon Spacecraft

7 00
Kid s Costume Contest

1 2

8 00
Slide Show  Angels  Faeries and Mermaids  Giving Life to the Otherworldly

8 00 Music Concert  Minicon 51 Musician Guest of Honor Lo o Russo

8 30

Ethics and Implications of Drones

3 4

8 30
Star Trek s 5 th Anniversary

5 6

9 00 Music Concert  The Mumble Somethings

10 00

What s to Love About Horror

7 8

10 00 Music Concert  Riverfolk

10 30 Steven Brust Hot Tub Reading

10 59
My First Perfectly Legal  Drink

SF Pub uiz

SUNDAY

10 00
Fairy Bears

10 30

Mermaids  Sirens  Selkies  and Other Water Creatures & Spirits
7 8

10 30
Overheard Conversations Make Great Panel Topics

5 6

10 30
Foam Gliders
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programming
SUNDAY

11 00
Drawing Faeries  Live Demo and Instruction

Watercolor 
Fairy Art  ow to Bring our Fairy ealm Art to Life

11 00
King of Tokyo

11 30
Stuffed Animal oo

12 00
The ear in SF 7 8

12 00
Songwriting  Is ust Fine

5 6

12 00
The Magic Mushrooms

12 30
Sock Puppet Workshop

1 00
More Science

1 30

Interact With the Fae  Lord  What Fools These Mortals Be

7 8

1 30
Mega MoneyDuck Reveal

5 6

1 30
Lady Poetesses

1 2

1 30
Tool Time for Kids

2 00
Pipe Cleaner Critters

3 00
Closing Ceremonies

Dead Dog Party
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POLICIES
Minicon occurs in a hotel, which is part of a city, 
county, state, and country. All rules and laws imposed 
by these larger entities apply, even though being at a 
con may make you feel out of this world.

Weapons: Prop weapons or costume pieces must be 
secured and pose no danger to others. We reserve 
the right to prohibit any such items from our function 
rooms. And remember: You kill it, you eat it.

Smoking: FYI for out-of-towners, Minnesota is smoke-
free in all public places, but there are designated 
smoking areas outside. Please direct further questions 
to the hotel.

Help and Information: Ask at the registration/
volunteers/info desk while they’re open, or after hours 
at the consuite or bar. Also look for department heads 
or wandering concom members.

Emergencies: In case of emergency threatening life 
or limb, please call 911!

CODE OF CONDUCT
Principles: Minn-stf acknowledges that interpersonal relationships in social settings are complex. Not everyone 
likes everyone else, and not everyone agrees with everyone else. Disagreements, friction, and vigorous debate 
are expected. However, interactions that become hostile or coercive do not have any part in a healthy social 
environment and Mnstf commits to addressing problem behaviors.

Harassment is difficult to define, and attempts at an exact definition are subject to rules-lawyering, so we won’t 
attempt to do that. However, repeated unwelcome behaviors are mostly likely to be construed as harassment. 
If someone asks you not to touch them, not to talk to them, or not to refer to them in a way that they find 
objectionable, and you persist in doing so, you may be harassing them. Actions that are sufficiently egregious 
(assault, truly hateful language, and comparable actions) fall under this policy, even if only one occurrence has 
been noted. In the end, harassment is judged primarily by the person who feels harassed, and actions are more 
important than intent.

Action: If someone tells you to stop something they perceive as harassing behavior, stop right away. If you tell 
someone to stop something you see as harassing behavior and they don’t, you may tell us. If you don’t feel 
comfortable telling someone to stop harassing behaviour, you may also tell us. We want to make sure everyone is 
heard so that together we can make Minicon a healthy, fun, enjoyable experience for everyone.

Reporting: To report violations of this code, whether or not action is desired, either contact the Code of Conduct 
Committee at (612) 414-8651 or go to the registration desk and ask the staff there to call a designated responder. 
If the registration desk is closed, call the number posted on the desk. During the hours posted on this sign, we will 
answer calls immediately. Outside these hours, you may leave a voicemail and we will respond when registration 
opens the next day.

REGISTRATION
Registration is located in the 2nd floor Grand Ballroom 
foyer during the following hours:

Friday............10:00am - 10:00pm
Saturday................9:30am - 8:00pm

Sunday................9:30am - 4:00pm

Lost badges: If you find a badge, please bring it to the 
registration table. If you have lost yours, please check 
there. You can get a replacement for $1.00.

Registering for Minicon 52: The form to preregister 
can be found in your registration packet or at the 
registration table. It will never be cheaper!

Adult - $35.00 Student - $20.00 Kid - $10.00 
Child - free  Supporting Membership - $15.00

Fill out the form, seal it in an envelope with your 
payment, and put it in the box at the registration table. 
Need help or information after hours? Ask at the bar.

information
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WHAT IS MNSTF?
It’s the Minnesota Science Fiction Society, variously abbreviated MnStf, Minn-
STF, MN-STF, and other variants. It’s the non-profit group that brings you 
Minicon. Each year, the MNStF board of directors approves the next Minicon 
chairperson and looks after the continuing needs of the convention.

Minstf does more than just Minicon. It also runs a small convention each year in 
the fall, mainly for the purpose of having something like Minicon, but without all 
that pesky programming and stress. This sort of convention is known in fannish 
circles as a relaxicon or a fallcon. Ours changes name frequently.

Besides running conventions, Minnstf’s major activity is holding two parties 
(officially known as “meetings”) per month, generally at members’ homes. It’s 
possible that you find the idea of showing up at a new person’s home uninvited 
a little intimidating, but guess what? … You’re invited!

These meetings involve copious conversation, food, dinner expeditions, games, 
music, knitting, or all of the above. Meeting locations are published in MnstF’s 
monthly newsletter, Einblatt, available at mnstf.org/einblatt. You can also sign up 
for our events and discussion mailing lists at mnstf.org.

We usually also have a couple of special meetings: the picnic and the pool party. 
The pool party is held in the winter, usually at the Doubletree; the picnic is in July. 
Check Einblatt for details.

How do you become a member of MnStF? It’s easy! If you ever attend a meeting, you’re a member. If you sign in 
at seven meetings in a year, you become a voting member for that year and can help choose the Minn-Stf board.

THE MNSTF PICNIC
Enjoyed the convention and want more? Meet new friends that you’d like to see again? Join us for our annual 
picnic on Saturday, July 16, at Minnehaha Falls in Minneapolis. We will be at Picnic Area #2, north of Godfrey 
Road. “X” marks the spot on the map. (Don’t use the park map for driving directions! The roads don’t connect like 
that—Ford Parkway goes over West River Road, but it looks like an intersection on their map.)

Join us for an afternoon cookout filled with gaming, socializing, and fun. There will be a grill going throughout the 
day, so bring something for the grill, or a dish to pass, or a game to play. The picnic will start around noon and last 
until dark. Hope to see you there!

mnstf
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Minicon is entirely volunteer-run. No one is paid for helping; even the convention chairs and all 
the department heads pay full price for their memberships. This keeps our membership rates 
down, but also means that we need your help. Think of Minicon like a big party: some of us are 
hosting the party, but we’re all in it together.

How to help out? Well, we’re a pretty informal bunch. If you see something that needs doing—
perhaps a bowl of chips is empty, or a programming room doesn’t have enough chairs—see 
if you can get it done. If you’re not sure how, ask the department head or nearest person who 
seems to know what’s going on.

If everyone pitches in just a little bit like this, the convention will run very smoothly. We also have 
some more formalized volunteering with scheduled shifts for art show, checking badges at the 
consuite, and possibly a few other areas. There will be a sign-up sheet at the registration desk. 

Would you like to get more involved in Minicon? Minicon is organized by the Minicon concom 
(convention committee) over the course of the year.

How do you get to be on the concom? Well, if you start showing up to meetings, you’re a 
concom member. Or, to put it another way, we don’t really know who’s on the concom, but 
when forced to make a list, we write down whoever we remember being at concom meetings.

Check the Einblatt newsletter at www.mnstf.org/einblatt for meeting announcements.

volunteering
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ART CREDITS

Chair ............................................................Ann Totusek 

Vice Chair ..................................................... Scott Raun

Art Show  .....................................................Alec Phillips

Badges ............................................................ Bill Christ

Bar .............................................Susan Philbrook (head)
Brian Lundgren

Bozo Bus Tribune ........................................Thorin Tatge

Ceremonies Emcee ........................................ Toni Brust

Code of Conduct Committee ..... Lydy Nickerson (head)
Ann Totusek

Eric Forste
Beth Friedman

Consuite ...........................................Kelly James (head)
Heidi Nelson
Rakhi Rajpal

Dealers Room ..............................................Lisa Freitag

Electronic PR Delivery ...................... David Dyer-Bennet

Films / Cinema Obscura ..................... Michael Kingsley
Greg Larsen

Gaming ..................................................... Matt McMillan

Green Room .............................................Karen Cooper

Guest Liaisons ................Aaron Vander Giessen (head)
Rick Snyder

Hotel Liaison............................................. Keith Malgren

Medallion Hunt ..............................................Jay Spitzer

Mentorship ..................................................Ann Totusek

Move In / Move Out .............................Jim Porter (head) 
Alex Newman 

Alexander Kimball 
Michael Hagerman

Music ...................................................... Chas Somdahl

Next Generation / Teen Room ................... Vi McConnell

Party Liaison .............................................Keith Malgren

Programming ............................................Emily Stewart

Publications ...............................Susan Philbrook (head) 
Brian Lundgren

Registration ...................................Clay Harris (pre-con) 
Carol Kennedy (at-con) 

Bill Christ (next year)

Rumpus Room .....................................Bonnie Somdahl 
Graham Leathers

Science Room ............................................... Ben Huset

T-Shirts .............................................................. OffWorld

Treasurer .........................................................Matt Strait 

Volunteers ....................................................Ann Totusek 

Webmaster .............................................. Joe Pregracke

MINICON HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO YOU BY…

CREDITS

Cover Grumpy Troll used by permission of Sara Burrier

Page 1 Day of Joy used by permission of Sara Burrier

Page 2 Photos used by permission of Seanan McGuire

Page 3 Photos used by permission of Lojo Russo

Page 3 Space frog used by permission of Laramie Sasseville

Page 4 The Prayer used by permission of Sara Burrier

Page 5 Photos and artwork used by permission of Sara Burrier

Page 6       Lunar lander used by permission of James Kuehl

Page 7       Rocket used by permission of James Kuehl

Page 12       Drinky Frog public domain clip art

Pages 12-13 Maps & Blimp used by permission of Rachel Kronick

Page 20 Lifesong by permission of Sara Burrier

Pages 21 Minicon Blimp used by permission of Rachel Kronick

Page 23 Into the Word by permission of Sara Burrier

... and everyone who has volunteered!

The Minicon 51 Program Book, a RUNE PRESS publication, is ©2016 by the Minnesota Science Fiction Society and the above 
credited artists. The text of this work may be redistributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-ShareAlike License 
(creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/)



MINICON51

25

the last page!
WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?
Minicon is a members-driven non-profit con. Our goal is to bring the community together for an enjoyable 
and possibly even educational experience. It isn’t to collect the most money or even to get the most people, 
although we take more people showing up as a good sign. We all chip in our membership fees so that 
there’s enough money to run this thing and to support our parent organization, Minnstf, throughout the year.

In our opinion, if we end up with a profit after that, it means we overcharged. We have made a concerted 
effort in the last few years to hold the rates low and run a frugal con, while still having great guests of honor 
and plenty of food. We want you to know where your money is going, and we want to hear whether you think 
it’s being spent well.

MINICON 50 FINANCES

MINICON 51 PROJECTED FINANCES
Minicon 50 was supposed to lose money by holding the membership rates at the usual level while 
throwing an extra big con, but we messed up and made money instead. Whoops. The extra money goes 
into Minn-stf’s coffers. It helps us keep Minicon’s rates low for the future and funds Mnstf’s other projects.

FEEDBACK 
You can contact the Minicon 51 chairs for a little while longer at chair@minicon51.mnstf.org. 
You can always contact the Mnstf board at board@mnstf.org. And you are welcome to come chat 
at Minn-stf meetings/parties. See mnstf.org for times and locations.
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David Levine Charles Stross Alexander Adams 

John Scalzi Theresa Mather Bobak Ferdowsi 

DoubleTree by Hilton Portland

www.Westercon69.org

In 2016, the longest-running general science fiction/fantasy conference in western North America 
and Portland’s annual steampunk arts & music festival will combine for one spectacular weekend.

One pass, two cons. Purchase your event membership passes today!

Author Readings

Writer’s Workshop 

 

In collaboration with

kk F dd ii
“Mohawk Guy”

DDavvidd LLLeevvinee
Fan Guest of Honor

hhaarrlleess SSSttrro
Special Guest

lleexaandde ammdddeeeeeeerrrrrrrrr AAAAAAAddddddaaaaaamm
Filk Guest of Honor

Writer Guest of Honor Artist Guest of Honor Science Guest of Honor


